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Agricultural markets refer to the physical or virtual spaces where agricultural products such 
as crops, livestock, and other agricultural commodities are bought and sold. These markets 
play a crucial role in facilitating the exchange of agricultural commodities between farmers 
(producers) and consumers, including wholesalers, retailers, and processors. Understanding 
agricultural markets is vital for NABARD Grade A Exam, as it helps candidates comprehend 
the functioning and challenges of the agricultural sector. Here are some definitions of 
agricultural markets by notable agriculturalists. 
 
Definition by Arthur Young, an English agricultural writer: 

• "Agricultural markets are the centers of commerce, where the wealth of the earth is 
brought together for distribution, exchange, and consumption." 

 
Definition by Adam Smith, a renowned economist and philosopher: 

• "Agricultural markets are arenas where the invisible hand orchestrates the allocation 
of resources, driven by self-interest, to achieve the most efficient outcomes in the 
production and distribution of agricultural goods." 

 
Definition by Carl Sauer, a prominent cultural geographer: 

• "Agricultural markets are geographical expressions of the cultural landscape, 
representing the dynamic interplay between human activities, natural resources, and 
the environment." 

 
Definition by Sir John Hicks, a Nobel laureate economist: 

• "Agricultural markets are sites where demand and supply of agricultural commodities 
converge, leading to the establishment of equilibrium prices that coordinate and 
stabilize the agricultural sector." 

 
Definition by Elinor Ostrom, a pioneering scholar in institutional economics: 

• "Agricultural markets are complex systems in which individuals, communities, and 
institutions collaboratively design rules and norms to govern resource use, exchange, 
and sustainable practices." 

Types of Agricultural Markets 
Check out the types in detail below: 

1. Wholesale Agricultural Markets: 
• Wholesale agricultural markets are large-scale markets where farmers sell their 

produce in bulk to traders, commission agents, or large buyers. 
• These markets are typically located in urban areas and act as distribution hubs for 

agricultural products. 
• Commodities traded in wholesale markets include cereals, fruits, vegetables, spices, 

and other raw agricultural produce. 
• Prices are determined through negotiations, auctions, or electronic platforms, 

depending on the market setup. 

2. Retail Agricultural Markets: 
• Retail agricultural markets are smaller markets situated in towns and cities where 

consumers buy agricultural products for personal consumption. 
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• They act as the final point of sale where produce is sold in smaller quantities to 
individual consumers. 

• In retail markets, the prices are generally higher due to value addition, handling 
costs, and other factors associated with urban retailing. 

3. Local Agricultural Markets: 
• Local agricultural markets are common in rural areas and are often conducted on 

specific days of the week, known as "haats" or "shandies." 
• These markets are essential for small and marginal farmers to sell their produce and 

purchase essential items for their households. 
• The transactions in local markets are mainly based on traditional methods of barter, 

negotiated deals, or cash transactions. 

4. Terminal Agricultural Markets: 
• Terminal markets are large wholesale markets situated close to major production 

centers or transportation hubs, such as airports or seaports. 
• These markets facilitate the efficient movement of agricultural produce from surplus 

regions to deficit regions or for export purposes. 
• Terminal markets help in reducing post-harvest losses and ensuring price stability by 

balancing supply and demand. 

5. Subsidized Agricultural Markets: 
• Subsidized agricultural markets are set up by the government to provide essential 

commodities to consumers at lower prices. 
• These markets aim to alleviate food insecurity and ensure food accessibility for 

economically weaker sections of society. 
• The government may provide subsidies to traders or retailers to sell commodities at 

reduced rates. 

6. Commodity Specific Markets: 
• Commodity-specific markets are specialized markets that deal with a specific 

agricultural product or group of related products. 
• Examples include potato markets, onion markets, cotton markets, etc. 
• Such markets focus on the efficient handling, grading, and storage of particular 

commodities, catering to specific requirements of buyers and sellers. 

7. Electronic Agricultural Markets: 
• Electronic agricultural markets, also known as e-markets or online markets, have 

emerged with the advancement of technology. 
• These markets facilitate buying and selling of agricultural products through electronic 

platforms and mobile applications. 
• E-markets provide transparency, wider market access, and convenience in trading 

for farmers and buyers. 

8. Futures Agricultural Markets: 
• Futures agricultural markets are specialized markets where contracts for future 

delivery of agricultural commodities are bought and sold. 
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• These markets provide a platform for hedging against price fluctuations and help in 
price discovery. 

• Farmers can lock in prices for their future produce, ensuring a stable income, while 
traders and processors can secure their supplies. 

9. Export Agricultural Markets: 
• Export agricultural markets are focused on the sale of agricultural products to foreign 

countries. 
• These markets play a crucial role in earning foreign exchange and promoting 

international trade. 
• Export-oriented commodities such as tea, coffee, spices, and fruits are often traded 

in such markets. 

10. Cooperative Agricultural Markets: 
• Cooperative agricultural markets are established and managed by agricultural 

cooperatives, which are formed by farmers to collectively market their produce. 
• These markets empower farmers by reducing the role of middlemen and ensuring fair 

prices for their products. 
• Cooperative markets promote solidarity among farmers and encourage collective 

decision-making. 

Functions of Agricultural Markets 
• Price Determination: Agricultural markets serve as platforms where buyers and 

sellers come together to trade agricultural products. These markets play a crucial role 
in determining the prices of agricultural commodities based on the forces of demand 
and supply. The interaction between numerous buyers and sellers allows for fair 
price discovery, which is vital for the well-being of farmers and consumers. 

• Market Information Dissemination: Agricultural markets facilitate the flow of 
essential market information to farmers and other stakeholders. This information 
includes current prices, demand and supply trends, market conditions, weather 
updates, and government policies. Access to such information empowers farmers to 
make informed decisions about crop choices, timing of sales, and negotiating better 
prices for their produce. 

• Price Risk Management: Agricultural markets provide a means for farmers to 
manage price risks associated with fluctuations in agricultural commodity prices. 
Farmers can use various risk management tools like futures contracts and options to 
lock in prices for their future produce. These hedging mechanisms help farmers 
secure a stable income and protect them from potential losses due to price volatility. 

• Market Efficiency: Efficient agricultural markets ensure the smooth and quick 
exchange of goods and services between buyers and sellers. The presence of 
transparent pricing, standardized quality norms, and low transaction costs fosters a 
competitive environment, leading to better resource allocation and improved 
productivity in the agricultural sector. 

• Market Integration: Agricultural markets promote regional and national integration of 
agricultural commodities. Farmers from different regions can access larger markets 
beyond their localities, which leads to a more balanced distribution of agricultural 
produce. Market integration also enables surplus regions to supply deficient regions, 
reducing regional disparities and ensuring food security. 

• Value Addition and Processing: Agricultural markets act as a link between primary 
producers and downstream agro-processing industries. By providing a platform for 
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bulk buying and selling, markets encourage agro-processing units to flourish. Value 
addition through processing enhances the shelf life of agricultural products, reduces 
wastage, and opens up additional income streams for farmers and processors. 

• Credit Accessibility: Agricultural markets improve farmers' access to credit by 
generating reliable income data and providing a credible platform for collateral. 
Financial institutions and banks can evaluate farmers' potential to repay loans based 
on their market transactions, helping farmers secure loans for agricultural inputs and 
investments in their farming activities. 

• Market Infrastructure Development: Agricultural markets necessitate the 
development of essential infrastructure like storage facilities, transportation networks, 
and warehousing. These infrastructural developments address the challenges of 
post-harvest losses, reduce wastage, and ensure a steady supply of agricultural 
commodities to consumers. 

• Price Stabilization: Agricultural markets play a role in stabilizing prices during times 
of surplus or scarcity. When there is excess production, the market facilitates the 
movement of surplus produce to areas facing shortages. Conversely, during times of 
scarcity, agricultural markets help in sourcing products from surplus regions, 
preventing sudden spikes in prices. 

• Government Intervention and Support: Agricultural markets are closely monitored 
by the government to ensure fair trade practices and protect the interests of farmers. 
Governments can intervene through policies like minimum support prices (MSPs), 
price ceilings, and market regulations to provide stability to the agricultural sector and 
safeguard farmers' incomes. 

Indian Government's Role in Agricultural Markets 
• Price Support Mechanism: The Indian government plays a crucial role in stabilizing 

agricultural prices by implementing various price support mechanisms. One such 
mechanism is the Minimum Support Price (MSP) system. Under MSP, the 
government sets a floor price for certain crops to ensure that farmers receive a fair 
remuneration for their produce. NABARD Grade A aspirants must understand the 
importance of MSP in safeguarding farmers' interests and ensuring price stability in 
the agricultural market. 

• Market Intervention Schemes (MIS): The government implements Market 
Intervention Schemes to address price fluctuations in agricultural commodities. 
These schemes involve the procurement of surplus produce from farmers at MSP or 
a pre-determined price. The procured commodities are then utilized for various 
welfare programs or distributed through Public Distribution Systems (PDS). Students 
should be familiar with the purpose and execution of MIS to comprehend the 
government's role in managing agricultural market uncertainties. 

• National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation (NAFED): NAFED is a 
government organization that functions as a nodal agency for marketing agricultural 
produce. It plays a pivotal role in procuring, storing, and marketing commodities to 
ensure fair prices and minimize post-harvest losses. Aspirants should know about 
NAFED's structure, objectives, and activities in supporting farmers and regulating 
agricultural markets. 

• E-Platform for Agricultural Trade (e-NAM): The government introduced the e-NAM 
platform to promote online trading of agricultural commodities. It aims to create a 
unified national market by connecting various agricultural mandis (markets) through a 
digital platform. Understanding the significance of e-NAM in enhancing market 
transparency, reducing intermediaries, and facilitating fair price discovery is vital for 
NABARD Grade A exam preparation. 
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• Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC) Reforms: The government has
undertaken several reforms to liberalize agricultural markets, especially the APMC
Act. These reforms aim to create a barrier-free market environment for farmers and
enable them to sell their produce to buyers outside the traditional mandi system.
Aspirants should be well-versed in the objectives and impact of APMC reforms on
agricultural marketing.

• Warehouse Infrastructure Development: The government focuses on developing
modern warehousing infrastructure to reduce post-harvest losses and enhance
storage facilities. It provides financial assistance and subsidies to encourage private
and cooperative sectors to invest in warehousing. Candidates must comprehend the
importance of warehousing in ensuring food security, stabilizing prices, and
supporting farmers during the off-season.

• Interest Subvention Scheme: To facilitate agricultural credit, the government offers
interest subvention schemes to farmers. Under this scheme, farmers receive short-
term loans at lower interest rates. This encourages farmers to invest in their
agricultural activities, purchase inputs, and modernize farming practices. Aspirants
should grasp the significance of interest subvention in promoting agricultural
productivity and rural development.

• Farmers' Producer Organizations (FPOs): The government encourages the
formation of Farmers' Producer Organizations to empower farmers by providing them
with collective strength in marketing their produce. FPOs help farmers access
markets directly, negotiate better prices, and participate in value addition activities.
NABARD Grade A aspirants must comprehend the role of FPOs in enhancing
farmers' income and market access.

• Export and Import Policies: The government formulates export and import policies
for agricultural commodities to balance domestic demand and supply and boost
agricultural trade. Understanding these policies and their implications on the
agricultural market is crucial for candidates preparing for the NABARD Grade A
exam.

• Regulatory Bodies: The government establishes regulatory bodies such as the
Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA)
and the Food Corporation of India (FCI) to regulate and monitor the export-import of
agricultural commodities and manage the country's food grain stocks. Candidates
should be aware of the roles and functions of these regulatory bodies in maintaining
market stability and food security.
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